Thunderbird Marine Services Howe Sound Regatta September 26th 27th and Martin Marine Deep Cove Regatta September 12, 13
West Vancouver Yacht club’s Thunderbird Marine Services Howe Sound Regatta brought out the two (new to our area) Farr 40’s “Gem” and “Abracadabra”. With brand new ORC Club certs for the two Farr’s it was a good battle with the two Shock 40s, three OD 35’s and the lonely Beneteau First 50. Saturday morning’s forecast of 25 to 30 knots filled in as the RC set up a W/L course.  Racing started promptly at 1055hrs and the ensuing carnage began.  Simon Wamsley’s OD 35 “Carrera” sailed well throughout the first race and just nipped a victory beating out Mark Cloutier’s Farr 40 “Abracadabra” with Jason Rhodes’ Schock 40 “Suspicious Behaviour” in third. Unfortunately for “Carrera” the racing for the day was over as their mast step had buckled during the race. Race two was the same W/L. “Suspicious Behaviour” nipped into an early lead and led the race from start to finish scoring their only bullet of the regatta. They were closely followed by Andrew Allan’s Farr 40 “Gem” and “The Shadow” rounding out third.  Race three saw the RC send the fleets off on a 12 nautical mile triangle around English Bay. “Abracadabra” finally scored their first win of the day beating out “The Shadow” and “Gem”. Unfortunately for “Suspicious Behaviour,” a rare shrimping of their kite put an end to the weekend for them. 
Sunday brought in a 12 to 16knt NW wind and the final three races went off without any more carnage. Unfortunately “Abracadabra” scored an OCS in the final race to give up the overall win to “The Shadow”. Third was well earned by “Gem”. 
Division 1 in the VARC (Vancouver Area Racing Council) racing series has come back to life after a slow start to the 2009 season.  If the Howe Sound Regatta is any indication of the tight racing to come, then Division 1 will prove to be extremely competitive for the rest of the 2009 season as well as 2010.
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Mark Cloutier’s Farr 40 Abracadabra

Division 2 has been the strongest ORC division this year with an average of 15 boats hitting the starting line at most of the VARC events. This Division has the potential to have up to 27 boats at an event. The Thunderbird Marine Services Howe Sound Regatta saw 12 boats attending. The racing on Saturday was full of mishaps with the high winds. The first race was one by Julie Kadar’s Esse 850 “Psycho Duck” followed closely by Reigh North’s Dash 34X “Absolute Kaos” and Timothy Coughlin’s Olson 30 “Lithium” in third.  Michael Bond’s Melges 24 “Recidivator” found their weekend stride winning the second race. They never looked back during this regatta as they managed to score three more firsts and one second-place finish to handily maintain the overall lead for the event. Second overall was Dave Cross’s Olson 30 “Black Ice” with third overall going to “Absolute Kaos”.  Pierre Martin’s J109 “Mojo” would have been a strong contender for the top three had the biggest gust of the weekend not toppled their rig over during Saturday’s third race.
Full results can be found at http://www.wvyc.bc.ca/racing/documents/SailwaveresultsforThunderbirdMarineSuppliesHoweSoundRegatta_ORC.mht
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Division 2’s Steve Blain’s Hanse 400 “Rubatu” and Chris Ladd’s Grand Surprise “Fortissimo”
Video can be found here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNzAXzI2ZZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMxfcF0vBew&feature=related
Martin Marine Deep Cove Regatta

The previous week also saw 14 Division 2 boats at the Martin Marine Deep Cove Regatta September 12, 13. This area of Vancouver is known for its shifty winds and tricky tides.

The top three positions for the regatta went to Reigh North’s Dash 34X “Absolute Kaos” with 17 points followed closely behind by Dave Cross’s Olson 30 “Black Ice” with 18 points and Trevor Salmon’s Express 37 “Manana” with 27 points.
Full results can be found at: http://www.deepcoveyc.com/downloads/RESULTS%20-VARC%20ORC%20Div%201%20and%202.doc
Video can be found here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jq2EPOpTsOE
The ORC fleet in Vancouver BC Canada continues to grow and remains one of the most competitive fleets in the Pacific North West. Overall VARC Series results can be found on the VARC web site: http://www.varc.bc.ca
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VARC Division 2 approaching leeward mark
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Reigh North’s “Absolute Kaos” and Andre Wojcieszek OD 35 “Radical Departure”
